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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 6 is objected to because of the following informalities: 
In claim 6, line 2, change "the motion detector" to -the motion detector.-. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-8 and 12-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Stanczak et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,903,217). 

As per claiml, Stanczak et al. teach a transmitter for transmitting a signal, the 
signal being a non-user activated signal (see col. 8, lines 48-66); and a control for 
controlling the transmitter to transmit the signal, the signal adjusting the sensitivity of the 
motion detector (see col. 9, lines 5-9). 

As per claim 2, Stanczak et al. further teach a user interface device for receiving 
a user command; wherein the control is responsive to the user command received by 
the user interface device for controlling the transmitter to transmit the signal for 
adjusting the sensitivity of the motion detector (see col. 4, lines 43-51 and col. 8, line 60 
to col. 9, line 9). 
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As per claims 3 and 4, Stanczak et al. further teach that the user command sets 
a schedule for controlling the sensitivity of the motion detector (see col. 7, lines 4-31 ). 

As per claims 5 and 17, Stanczak et al. further teach the signal for adjusting the 
sensitivity of the motion detector comprises a command to change a pulse count of the 
motion detector (see col. 8, line 60 to col. 9, line 9 and col. 6, line 65 to col. 7, line 19). 

As per claims 6, 7 and 13, Stanczak et al. further teach that the signal for 
adjusting the sensitivity of the motion detector comprises a command to change an 
optical gain of the motion detector (see col. 7, line 58 to col. 8, line 6). 

As per claims 8, 14 and 18, Stanczak et al. further teach that the signal is a 
wireless signal (see col. 2, lines 26-33). 

As per claims 12, 15, 16 and 19, Stanczak et al. further teach a component for 
sensing electromagnetic radiation that is indicative of the presence of a living being; a 
control responsive to the component for determining, in accordance with the sensed 
electromagnetic radiation, whether to trigger a signal indicating that the living being has 
been detected (see col. 2, lines 26-33); and a receiver for receiving a remotely- 
generated signal for adjusting a sensitivity of the motion detector, the remotely- 
generated signal being a non-user activated signal; wherein the control is responsive to 
the remotely-generated signal for adjusting a sensitivity with which the component 
senses the electromagnetic radiation (see col. 8, lines 48-66; col. 9, lines 5-9; col. 10, 
lines 32-49 and col. 7, lines 58-67). 

As per claims 20, 23, 26 and 29, Stanczak et al. further teach that the sensitivity 
of the motion sensor is adjusted to exclude a pet (as disclosed in the specification of the 
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present application pet is excluded when it moves around the room so the pet won't be 
approaching the door, therefore the sensitivity will be low and the door won't be open, 
this limitation is considered to be inherent) when the signal is received, the adjusted 
motion detector remaining sensitive to detection of intrusion by a person (see col. 8, 
lines 29-38). 

As per claims 21, 22, 24, 25, 27, 28 and 30, Stanczak et al. further teach that 
the sensitivity of the adjusted motion sensor is returned to an unadjusted state when the 
signal is not received after a predetermined interval (see col. 8, lines 32-47; col. 4, lines 
64-67; and col. 9, lines 18-31). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 9-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Stanczak et al. in view of Tendler (U.S. Pub. No. 2004/0100386). 

As per claims 9 and 10, Stanczak et al. teach the system as stated above 
except for a pet collar for carrying a portable housing in which a transmitter and control 
are provided. 

Tendler teaches this feature (see paragraphs [0008] and [0024]). It would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to incorporate Tendler's teaching into Stanczak et al.'s teaching because it would 
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determine whether a specific pet is within the proximity of the door and proper action 
concerning the opening of the door would be performed. 

As per claim 11, Stanczak et al. teach the system as stated above except for a 
battery provided in the portable housing for powering the control and the transmitter. 

Tendler teaches this feature (see paragraph [0024]). It would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate 
Tendler's teaching into Stanczak et al.'s teaching because it would provide power for 
the control and the transmitter. Therefore, functionality of the system would be 
uninterrupted. 

Prior art 

4. The prior art made record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

De La Cerda et al. ['096] disclose controllable pet access system. 
Slopack ['298] discloses electro-mechanical door opening and closing device. 
Houck ['287] discloses animal sensing and repelling system. 
Gillett ['996] discloses remotely controlled pet door. 

Fontana et al. ['172] disclose ultra wideband receiver with high-speed noise and 
interference tracking threshold. 

Tyroler ['293] discloses object locator feature as part of security system. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-19 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Contact information 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mohamed Charioui whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2213. The examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday, from 9 am 
to 6 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marc S Hoff can be reached on (571) 272-2216. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Mohamed Charioui 
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